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Analyzing and discussing the water resources management in
Shule River basin in Hexi Corridor
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Abstract; In this paper, water resources management system, water resources allocation process, market man-
agement and the problems in Shule River basin are discussed. It was found that a sound Water Users Association
(WUA) system has been built in the basin. Water price and water right have been constantly adjusted to adapt to
the demand of water resources management. However, there are still some problems in water resource manage-
ment; (1) It's failed to realize the comprehensive unified management for lacking of stakeholders involved in the
water management decisions and the strong power of the local government in water resources management. (2)
The function of WUA can’t be carried out adequately and the public have no passion to participate in water re-
sources management. (3) The water price and water rights system have not been completed yet. Facing with
these problems, the following suggestions are proposed: (1) a powerful coordination organization, between Wa-
ter Resources Department of Gansu Province and Jiuquan Municipal Government, should be established to coor-
dinate the interests of each related parties, improve the water resources management system and realize the inte-
grated water resources management. (2) The legislation of river basin institutions should be strengthened in order
to realize unified management and allocation of the water resource. (3) It will be more conducive to water man-
agement if integrate the responsibilities and obligations of WUA into the village committee’s routine. (4) Moreo-
ver, water price system should be improved and water right trading market should be established, which will mo-
bilize the public into self-management in water resources and use water resources efficiently.

Key words: water resources management; management system; water price; water right; Shule River basin
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