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World’s glacier tourism: development history and research progress

ZHOU Lanyue'?, WANG Shijin', SUN Zhengqi'?
(1. State Key Laboratory of Cryospheric Science , Northwest Institute of Eco-Environment and Resources, Chinese Academy of

Sciences, Lanzhou 730000, China; 2. University of Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100049, China )

Abstract: With the rapid growth of the global economy, the improvement of transportation accessibility, the in-
crease of public leisure time and the diverse consumer demand of tourists, glacier tourism has developed rapid-
ly. However, with the global climate change, the sustainable development of glacier tourism has been affected
in different extent. More and more researchers are beginning to focus on a series of issues such as climate
change, glacier tourism, local social and ecological environment and future direction of glacier tourism. To this
end, this study systematically reviewed the current development process of glacier tourism in the world through
the method of literature review. At the same time, based on existing researches, the relationships of glacial tour-
ism with cultural services, climate change, local environment, natural diseases, risk management and spatial
planning are fully reviewed. The above research can provide a theoretical basis for the sustainable glacier tour-
ism development. Especially in March 2016, General Secretary Xi Jinping pointed out the science concept of
“lucid waters and lush mountains are invaluable assets, while the ice frozen areas have a lot of opportunities to
gain the fortune” during the fourth session of the twelfth National People’s Congress. The affirmation and devel-
opment of this concept will surely attract more and more domestic and foreign tourists to visit and experience the
glacier tourism destinations in western China. The above research can provide a theoretical basis for the sustain-
able glacier tourism development.

Key words: glacier tourism; tourism development; review
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